
 

March 25, 2020 

Dear 3-4-5 Families, 

I hope you are all doing well as we continue to navigate this unprecedented journey together. I am 
grateful to be on a team of caring, dedicated and thoughtful educators who are working incredibly hard 
to connect and provide engaging curriculum during these uncertain times. The 3-4-5 team is thankful to 
be part of your village and know that we are all in this together.  As always, thank you for your support 
and flexibility.  

While we would all rather be together at school, and we look forward to that day, we want to share our 
next phase of home learning that will begin on Tuesday, April 7. Our teachers will use April 6 as a 
workday to prepare for Phase Two. As Tim mentioned in his most recent letter, we hope your family and 
our teachers can fully disconnect over Spring Break. Classroom teachers will turn off the ability to 
comment on Google Classroom so that children can fully disconnect over the break. 

We continue to be committed to creating an enriching second phase of our home learning program for 
your child. Our plan focuses on the core tenets of Stanley’s philosophy: flexibility, choice, student agency, 
the student-teacher connection, equity, and experiential learning. The home learning experience can 
never replicate the wonderful learning that happens each day in your child’s classrooms. However, we 
are confident we can continue to engage your child in a meaningful education to move toward our 
seven goals for learners: self-awareness, collaboration, respect, curiosity, perseverance, resourcefulness 
and joyful, lifelong learning.  

Phase One: Emphasized choice and engagement 
The 3-4-5 team developed engaging, creative and independent activities that were joyful and full of 
choice. The teachers worked hard to create lessons that limited screen time. We wanted our students to 
play, build, question, think, move, read, write, tinker and explore their creativity. For learners, 
particularly young children, their doing and thinking and making sense of their world is often done 
through play. Not only is this time for unstructured play important, research tells us that it is essential to 
the development of a child’s cognitive and social-emotional skills. As I navigated each 3-4-5 Google 
Classroom, I was struck by the connection and excitement among children, the dedication of our 
teachers and the joy that danced across the screen. The children seemed to work diligently and joyfully 
over the past week and a half.  

Phase Two: Adding online classroom instruction after spring break 
As we move toward Phase Two of our home learning plan, we have carefully weighed the delicate 
balance between what we know about children, play and experiential learning with the need to have 
daily instructional time. We have developed a plan that continues to rest in our beliefs and values listed 
above. We want children to be authentically engaged and connected while limiting screen time as much 
as possible. To balance instructional time with trying to limit screen time, we settled upon offering thirty-
minute daily classes in math and reading/writing on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  On Wednesday, 
classrooms will offer times to promote connection and community among the students and 
teachers. Classroom teachers may opt to use some sessions for other subjects, and we are excited to let 
them do what is best for their individual classroom. We will use the Zoom platform to provide 



instruction and strengthen our social-emotional connections. We know families are navigating many 
complex issues right now, so if your child is unable to attend a Zoom meeting, classroom teachers will 
record the session and post it to Google Classroom for future viewing.  While it may be tempting to sit 
with your child during their Zoom lesson, we encourage you to give them space as they are working with 
their teachers to be independent learners.   

We will also continue to use Google Classroom to assign creative and varied activities in social studies, 
science, art, Spanish, music and dance, PE and tinkering that will allow your child to play, experiment 
and engage in the joyful learning of childhood. 

Because we will layer in additional instruction time through Zoom, we will decrease the amount of home 
learning provided through Google Classroom and also limit individual phone calls to Fridays only. 
Classroom Teachers will continue to offer extensions for families who may want to do more during the 
day. As always, if your child is done with their work, we encourage them to play! Maybe you could take 
a walk together, play catch in an open field, or connect over a cup of tea and a board game.  

Our Zoom sessions will all take place in the mornings on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday. 
Your classroom teachers will send out links and a schedule each week. We are also excited to share that 
Laura will continue her lunch groups between 2-3 p.m. If your child is already part of a group, then 
watch for a schedule from Laura.  

Take care and access to additional resources 
During this time of uncertainty, it is important to care for ourselves as well as our families. I encourage 
you to find some time to take a walk, meditate, journal or whatever brings calm to your life. In order to 
be present for our family, we must also take care of ourselves.  

We know that each child will process this unprecedented situation differently. Laura is happy to connect 
with individual children to provide support, encouragement, strategies or even just a listening ear. If 
your child needs an extra touchpoint or is finding it difficult to navigate this journey, then please do not 
hesitate to reach out to me or Laura (laura.weil@stanleybps.org).  

Attached to this email, you will find resources from our wonderful Learning Resource Teacher, Erin Rupe. 
If you would like your child to engage in additional meaningful work in addition to the Google Classroom 
and Zoom meetings, we think these are great resources beyond the ones that are circulating the 
internet.  

Finally, please let me or your classroom teachers know if you are having any issues with devices, internet 
or technology. We have resources available and want to support each family. Please see the Weekly 
Bulldog and Stanley’s web resource at stanleybps.org/covid19 with additional community supports.  

As we launch phase two, we know there will be bumps in the road. We also know there will be many 
reasons to celebrate.  We are grateful for your flexibility and support as we navigate our continued 
journey. 

I am looking forward to being together again as a community at Stanley. I am thankful for your 
partnership and know that we could not do this without you.  

In constant learning, 
Stephanie Collins 
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